100                   MUSSOLINI
Majesty wanted to entrust the Duce with forming a Ministry. Mussolini thanked him for the invitation but asked for confirmation in writing. A telegram arrived after a few hours.
" I was in a terrible state of nervous tension/' Mussolini confesses. " A period of greater responsibilities was going to begin for me. I must not fail in my duty or in my aims, I gathered all my strength to my aid, I invoked the memory of the dead, I asked the assistance of God, I called upon the living faithful to assist me in the great task that confronted me."
.On October 3oth, 1922, Benito Mussolini formed a coalition ministry. He was Prime Minister ; there were fifteen Fascists, three* Nationalists, three Liberals, six Popolari and three Social Democrats in his Cabinet; not a complete victory, but a decisive step forward. Armed Fascist squads began to enter Rome. Mussolini took up lodgings at the Savoy Hotel and began to work.
On the next day he and the members of his Cabinet took the formal oath of office. One hundred thousand Black Shirts paraded before